
Malinda Shirley 
 
If you add Malinda Shirley to your math department, that equals years of exponential 

learning for students. 

 

“March 14 might be International PI Day, but at Tahoma High School, it’s the day 

Malinda brings yummy pies to school,” Principal Terry Duty said. “She has a huge heart 

for kids, people and math. Malinda founded our math team and has traveled around 

Washington and the United States bringing math alive for these competitive Mathletes 

for decades. She is the hardest-working teacher I have ever met.” 

 

Malinda began teaching math in Tahoma in September of 1999 after having taught at 

Kentlake, Kentwood and in West Virginia. She said she has loved celebrating PI Day, 

leading a summer math program utilizing peer helpers and hosting “Math is Amazing!” 

competitions and activities to help spread the love of math. 

“The joys we have shared from competing to eating together to working together and 

experiencing what happens after high school successes has touched my heart.  To 

think of those who have gone on to do such great things in so many areas just lets me 

know that I have invested my life in something that will outlast me,” Malinda said. “I 

get so excited to think of the great things that these students have done for our 

society, and with better things to come in the future.” 

She has also enjoyed working on textbook adoption and test writing with the state 

superintendent’s office  and taking students on trips to Math Nationals and “to see the 

glee in their eyes when they participated so well and knew they were among the best in 

the nation.” 

In retirement, Malinda plans to spend time cooking, cleaning, weeding, shopping, 

finishing quilting projects and serving others in some type of Christian service. 

“Thank you for allowing me to be a part of this great school district where I feel I have 

grown and bloomed,” she said. “These 21 years of experience will leave me with lots of 

happy memories and lasting friendships.” 

One such friend, former School Board director Mary Jane Glaser said “When I recently 

shared with Malinda my disappointment that she would not be celebrated in person, 

she shared that she is ‘really into quiet farewells,’ -- that she doesn't like to be in the 

limelight, and that she just likes to cheer everyone else on. That is so like Malinda, 

cheerfully supporting others and helping her math students find their attachment to 

school. She has been proud to be a teacher in the Tahoma School District, make a 

difference in the lives of its students and work alongside her dedicated colleagues. The 

first time I met Malinda was at a ceremony where students had selected her as teacher 

of the year. That must have been close to 20 years ago.  Not one to rest on her laurels, 

Malinda put her heart into her teaching career every day.” 

Malinda, Tahoma will miss you! The sum of our contributions will truly be “less than” 

without you. 


